Rules for State Ham, Bacon and Egg

 Show and Sale 
1. All exhibitors must be members of the West Virginia FFA Association and be conducting poultry or swine enterprises as a part of their supervised agricultural experience program.  All exhibits of ham, bacon and eggs must be a product of the individual(s supervised agricultural experience program.

2. The weight range for hams shall be 14 to 24 pounds.  Ham classes shall be: light (14.00 – 17.00 pounds), medium (17.01-20.00 pounds) and heavy (20.01-24.00 pounds).

Ham Guideline - The West Virginia guide says to cut the flank down first 4 or 5 inches and turn it back, then cut off the ham three (3) finger widths in front of the aitch bone (depending on size of hog).  There will be some variation due to finger size.  However, the distance must be between two (2) to three (3) inches.

3. All bacon must be cut a minimum size of 7" x 16" and 9" x 20" (Rule of thumb: 1" to 2 1/4").  Bacon that are less than 7/8” thick will not be graded prime.  The weight classes shall be: Light (4.50 to 7.00 pounds) and Heavy (7.01 to 10.00 pounds).
4. Each dozen of eggs must weigh at least 24 ounces.

5. All meat products must be cured with a commercially approved curing mix that meets federal and state regulations.  Each teacher/department will be responsible for their own curing mix.

6. If a product is spoiled or rejected at the show, the appropriate ag teacher(s) will be notified.

7. The West Virginia Department of Agriculture will be randomly checking the curing process at all schools participating in a ham and bacon show.
8. An individual FFA member may exhibit not more that one ham, one bacon, one dozen brown eggs and one dozen white eggs.

9. The auction will be limited to the top 50 hams, 50 bacon and 10 dozen eggs.  Items not grading in the top (prime or choice) will be returned to the local chapter.

10. The number of meat entries per chapter will be limited to a maximum of 15 hams and 15 bacon.  (NOTE: This does not equate to a blanket 30 pieces of meat.  For example: One chapter could not have 17 hams and 13 bacon.)

11. Hams or bacon must be graded Prime or Choice in a local state show to be eligible for the state show and sale.

12. Each school exhibiting products not grading Prime will receive a judging guideline card for each ham and bacon exhibited.

13. All state judges must complete a West Virginia Ham and Bacon Judging Guideline Sheet for any exhibit not grading Prime.

14. All schools participating in a ham and bacon show must be in compliance with state guidelines.
15. No USDA graded cartons can be used to display eggs.
16. All products offered for auction must be accompanied by a numbered tag available from the state office.  Following the judging, each piece of meat must be tagged with an additional retail meat label along with safe handling instructions label.
Adopted at the West Virginia Agriculture Teachers Conference, June 2005.

